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his birth. He is survived by his wife Elizabeth 
and mother Angela de La Cruz.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 8, 2004

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the following state-
ment appear in the appropriate place in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD behind the votes for 
Wednesday, July 7, 2004: unfortunately, I was 
unavoidably detained. Had I been present for 
the recorded Roll Call votes number 326 
through number 335, I would have voted in 
the following way: 

No. 326—H. Con. Res. 410—Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Agree, as Amended Rec-
ognizing the 25th anniversary of the adoption 
of the Constitution of the Republic of the Mar-
shall Islands. I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

No. 327—H. Con. Res. 257—Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Agree Expressing the 
sense of Congress that the President should 
posthumously award the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom to Harry W. Colmery. I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

No. 328—On agreeing to the Manzullo, 
Velazquez, Serrano amendment to provide 
$79.1 million for the Small Business 7(a) loan 
program, the amount provided last year, to fi-
nance more than $13 billion in small business 
loans. I would have voted in favor of the 
amendment. 

No. 329—On agreeing to the Flake (Ari-
zona) Amendment prohibiting use of funds to 
implement new restrictions on gift parcels and 
other items allowed for travellers to Cuba. I 
would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

No. 330—On agreeing to the Weiner 
Amendment increasing COPS funding by $107 
million and offsets that funding by cutting fund-
ing for the Census. I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

No. 331—On agreeing to the Hefley Amend-
ment eliminating funding for the re-engineering 
design process for the 2010 short-form only 
Census. I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

No. 332—On agreeing to the Kucinich 
amendment on funding for the Commerce De-
partment to expand the membership of the 
President’s ‘‘Manufacturing Council.’’ I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

No. 333—On agreeing to the Paul of Texas 
amendment No. 9. I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

No. 334—On agreeing to the Farr of Cali-
fornia amendment prohibiting funds from being 
used to prevent states from implementing 
state lays authorizing the use of medical mari-
juana. I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’

No. 335—On agreeing to the Paul of Texas 
amendment No. 10. I would have voted ‘‘no.’’
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A TRIBUTE TO ST. BLASÉ ‘‘KC’’ 
CHARLES 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 8, 2004

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of 
St. Blasé ‘‘KC’’ Charles in recognition of his 
significant cultural and economic development 
contributions to the community. 

St. Blasé Charles, better known as KC, hails 
from the twin island Nation of Trinidad and To-
bago in the Caribbean. He has been an enter-
tainer for more than 30 years. Famous for his 
Caribbean-style rendition of the ‘‘father of 
soul,’’ Mr. James Brown, KC is also affection-
ately known as the ‘‘Local James Brown’’ 
throughout the entertainment circles in North 
America and members of his international fan 
club. Along with his own musical group, the 
International Band, KC has performed at major 
events and famous places including the West 
Indian Labor Day Parade in Brooklyn, the Har-
lem Day Parade, Manhattan’s Annual Hal-
loween Parade, the MGM and Sahara casino 
in Las Vegas, and the Royal Caribbean and 
Carnival cruises, just to name a few. 

KC’s summer concerts were launched in 
1989 at his garage at East 87th Street in East 
Flatbush, Brooklyn where he held a huge 
block party on Memorial Day. In order to ac-
commodate the growing crowd that came to 
the yearly event, in 1991, KC moved his Car-
ibbean style street festival to Ditmas Avenue 
near his East 87th Street garage. The event 
covered ten blocks. The event continued at 
Ditmas Avenue until 1996, when KC took his 
show and a loyal following of thousands to its 
new home on Atlantic Avenue. 

Spanning 10,000 square feet and a max-
imum occupancy of 4,300, the Hideaway is a 
spacious outdoor venue located at 2494 Atlan-
tic, in an industrial section of Brooklyn. Since 
1998, the Hideaway, which is owned and 
managed by KC, has been hosting its hall-
mark Summer Concert Series featuring to-
day’s leading soca, calypso, and reggae musi-
cal acts from around the Caribbean and here 
in the United States. Along with top per-
formers, the Hideaway showcases some of 
the most popular Caribbean-American DJs. It 
is also equipped with a fully licensed bar, a 
professional sized stage, and an elevated VIP 
lounge where performing artist and special 
guests can view and enjoy the shows. 

KC’s Hideaway has become a major attrac-
tion for thousands of Caribbean music lovers 
from around the world who are drawn to 
Brooklyn, the Caribbean Capital of the United 
States, year after year to celebrate the West 
Indian Labor Day Carnival season, which be-
gins in May. The venue stages around 66 
shows a year and the number of concertgoers 
has steadily increased over the past three 
years. The concert grew from an audience of 
about 80,000 for the season in 1998, to ap-
proximately 165,000 for this season. 

Mr. Speaker, St. Blasé ‘‘KC’’ Charles has 
developed and created a major cultural event 
in his community, which has brought thou-
sands of people to Brooklyn each year to cele-
brate their Caribbean heritage. As such, he is 
more than worthy of receiving our recognition 
today and I urge my colleagues to join me in 
honoring this truly remarkable person.
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TRIBUTE TO JAMES L. FLINN, III 

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR. 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 8, 2004

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize James L. Flinn, III upon his retire-
ment after thirty-five years of outstanding civil 
service for the United States Army, the major-

ity of which he served at Redstone Arsenal in 
Huntsville. 

An Alabama native, Jim first entered the 
civil service in 1969 after receiving a Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Finance and Manage-
ment from the University of Alabama. Through 
many challenging and diverse assignments, 
Jim has distinguished himself by his knowl-
edge and ability to consistently lead others. 
He has been a constant and stabilizing pres-
ence at Redstone and has helped ensure 
Redstone’s high level support of the 
warfighter. 

Mr. Speaker, throughout Jim’s remarkable 
career his hard work and dedication have 
been an inspiration for others and he has 
been recognized by his peers through numer-
ous honors and awards. In 2003, he was 
awarded the Department of the Army Senior 
Executive Service Distinguished Presidential 
Rank Award, which is the highest honor a 
public sector employee can receive. In addi-
tion, in 1993 and 1998 he received the DA 
SES Meritorious Presidential Rank Award and 
most recently, he was awarded the 2004 Na-
tional Defense Industrial Association Defense 
Management Award. Jim also serves on nu-
merous boards and holds many leadership po-
sitions in North Alabama. Most recently, he 
was appointed by the Governor of Alabama to 
the Alabama Space Science Exhibit Commis-
sion, which overseas the U.S. Space and 
Rocket Center in Huntsville. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the people of 
North Alabama, I congratulate James L. Flinn 
on his thirty-five years of service to our coun-
try and wish him well in his retirement.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO PATRINE 
RICE 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 8, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I stand and rec-
ognize the selflessness of Patrine Rice of 
Grand Junction, Colorado. She has committed 
herself to the community, which is evident 
through her accomplished record as a volun-
teer. It is my pleasure to acknowledge 
Patrine’s efforts to make her neighborhood 
stronger before this body of Congress and this 
nation today. 

Patrine’s career as a volunteer began when 
she moved to Grand Junction in 1986. Ever 
since, she has shelved books for six to eight 
hours per week at the Mesa County Public Li-
brary. Her work at the library is a natural ex-
tension of her years spent as a teacher of for-
eign language. Nearly eighty years old, self 
sufficiency would satisfy most at that distin-
guished age, but not Patrine. In addition to 
taking care of her yard and her garden, she 
finds time to dedicate herself to others. 
Through a program called ‘‘Support Our Sen-
iors,’’ she drives other seniors requiring trans-
portation to their destinations. In acknowledge-
ment of her work as a volunteer in her area, 
she was recently honored with the ‘‘Above and 
Beyond Award’’ by the Mesa County Depart-
ment of Human Services and the League of 
Women Voters. 

Mr. Speaker, Patrine Rice’s fondness for 
helping others contributes significantly to make 
Grand Junction a cohesive community. This 
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spirit of volunteerism is a role model for others 
to follow. I thank Patrine for her civic pride and 
wish her the best in her future endeavors.

f 

HONORING MOTHER THELMA 
MACK 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 8, 2004

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to recognize Thelma Mack, the 
epitome of a community mother, who spent 
her entire life being a stalemate and commu-
nity pillar. 

As an African-American woman of Indianola, 
Mississippi, born in April of 1934, Thelma en-
dured the strife of segregated life in the South. 
During the Civil Rights era, Thelma exempli-
fied her motherly role through housing and 
feeding passers-by committed to the equal 
rights mission. 

Thelma Mack’s most notable career work 
was in the area of childcare, where she start-
ed a daycare at her home. In August of 1968, 
Thelma became the Director of the Sunflower-
Humphreys County Headstart, where she 
served for over 20 years. 

Thelma Mack’s faithful service and dedica-
tion to upholding the traditional family structure 
and values is the backbone of our commu-
nities. I applaud the life and legacy of Thelma 
Mack.
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CHILD NUTRITION AND WIC 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2004

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 2004

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, effective, fair 
vendor cost containment is critical to ensure 
that federal funds for the Special Supple-
mental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, 
and Children (WIC) are managed appro-
priately. It is equally important that this objec-
tive be achieved with balance. WIC cost con-
tainment measures in S. 2507 should provide 
assurance that WIC-Only stores have prices 
that are consistent with traditional retail WIC 
vendors. It is the intent of Congress that the 
provisions of this bill be implemented in a fair 
and equitable manner. Cost containment 
measures contained in S. 2507 are not to be 
used to drive vendors out of the program. 

Central to the vendor cost containment pro-
visions is the authority to establish a series of 
vendor peer groups, each with its own com-
petitive price criteria and allowable reimburse-
ment levels. These vendor peer groups recog-
nize that there are economic realities that 
cause pricing to vary among stores based on 
store size and geographic location. Large su-
permarket chains and box stores bypass 
wholesalers and purchase directly from manu-
facturers. Other stores, including some WIC-
Only stores do not. Much more important, su-
permarket chains receive significant price dis-
counts and concessions from manufacturers, 
such as allowances for product promotion, 
product shelf placement, etc. Independently 

owned stores, including independently owned 
chains and most WIC-Only stores, generally 
do not have the negotiating power to bargain 
for these benefits. As a result, independently 
owned stores may spend as much to pur-
chase a product at wholesale as the retail 
price at a big chain. Because of this, vendor 
peer groups should allow for somewhat higher 
prices at small stores, relative to the larger su-
permarkets. 

During implementation of vendor peer 
groups to achieve cost-containment, it is vital 
that transparent, objective criteria be used in 
defining peer group characteristics. It is ex-
pected that the criteria that have traditionally 
been used, the square footage of stores or the 
number of store registers, will continue to be 
used as appropriate. However, there is clear 
authority for adoption of other readily discern-
ible, objective criteria that define appropriate 
peer group distinctions. WIC sales volume 
alone may not be an appropriate basis for de-
fining peer groups since it accounts for only a 
portion of the sales of a given product and, in 
many situations, would be a poor indicator of 
factors that affect retail pricing decisions. 

Special authority is provided for establishing 
competitive price criteria and allowable reim-
bursement levels for WIC-Only stores because 
those stores are insulated from marketplace 
price competition. It is not discriminatory to 
regulate them in a different manner. However, 
it would be inconsistent with the intent of Con-
gress to use that unique regulatory treatment 
to apply a different standard to WIC-Only 
stores. 

The objective of cost containment measures 
contained in S. 2507 is for WIC Program food 
costs to be the same regardless of whether 
program participants redeemed food instru-
ments at a WIC-Only store or comparable 
market-based vendor. This neutrality objective 
is expressed by the dual statements in the bill: 
First, the bill provides for establishing and 
publishing competitive price criteria and allow-
able reimbursement levels that do not result in 
higher food costs in WIC-Only stores than in 
other authorized vendors. Second, the bill is 
clear that it is not to be construed to compel 
a State agency to achieve lower food costs in 
WIC-Only stores than in other authorized ven-
dors. The objective is neutrality; for WIC-Only 
store costs to be at the same level as costs 
at comparable market-based vendors. 

The language now before the House is dif-
ferent from the language reported by the Sen-
ate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry, but the neutrality objective has been 
consistently pursued throughout this legislative 
process. Refinements in that language are in-
tended to remove any question that the objec-
tive is cost neutrality. 

S. 2507 includes language requiring that 
competitive price criteria and allowable reim-
bursement levels will ‘‘not result in higher food 
costs if program participants redeem supple-
mental food vouchers’’ at WIC-Only stores 
than other vendors. This language is a state-
ment of the general cost neutrality objective 
previously explained. It is not to be construed 
to compel a rigid cost limitation test. Neither 
USDA nor individual states can know with ab-
solute certainty or ongoing precision what food 
prices will be. 

In the bill’s system of vendor peer groups, 
provision is made for peer groups for WIC-
Only stores. It does not necessarily require a 
single peer group for WIC-Only stores be-

cause not all WIC-Only stores are alike. WIC-
Only store peer groups are to have their 
prices limited to the same levels as prices of 
comparable market-based stores. The legisla-
tion is not prescriptive in specifying character-
istics that make stores ‘‘comparable.’’ How-
ever, as with the regulatory basis for defining 
peer groups, the basis for comparing peer 
groups must be objective and readily 
discernable. Absent compelling basis for a dif-
ferent approach, the same criteria as are used 
to distinguish between traditional vendor peer 
groups should be used to distinguish between 
peer groups in WIC-Only stores and to identify 
peer groups of comparable market-based 
stores. 

Another provision that warrants close over-
sight is a prohibition on certain marketing 
practices for WIC-Only stores. The Depart-
ment of Agriculture is charged with promulga-
tion of a rule to prohibit WIC-Only stores from 
giving certain ‘‘incentive items’’ to WIC partici-
pants unless the vendor proves that the incen-
tive items were obtained at no cost. The provi-
sion was adopted because of reports that 
some WIC-Only stores have given incentive 
items that are out of the bounds of traditional 
vendor marketing practices. It is the intent of 
this provision to halt such marketing practices 
and to ensure that the acquisition of incentive 
items does not increase WIC Program costs. 

This provision is intended to prevent mar-
keting practices that are wholly inconsistent 
with those that occur in traditional food retail-
ing. It is not intended that this provision would 
be used to create a situation where WIC-Only 
stores are prohibited from employing the same 
marketing practices that traditional stores use 
to induce customers. The fact that this restric-
tion applies only to WIC-Only stores must not 
be viewed as an intention to create marketing 
restrictions that afford traditional vendors a 
competitive advantage over WIC-Only stores. 
The Secretary has authority in its imple-
menting rulemaking to require a State Agency 
to waive restrictions on marketing practices of 
WIC-Only stores where competing traditional 
vendors engage in those practices.

The bill makes clear that merchandise of 
nominal value and food are not to be prohib-
ited. Likewise, this provision does not provide 
authority to restrict incentives other than free 
merchandise. Specifically, it does not author-
ize restriction of services provided to program 
participants that are attendant to the redemp-
tion of supplemental food vouchers, such as 
assistance in complying with WIC program 
rules as they select their purchases or assist-
ance in getting the food to their transportation 
or home, even if traditional vendors do not 
provide such services. The provision only au-
thorizes restriction of use of non-food mer-
chandise in marketing practices; it does not 
authorize restriction of retail services. There-
fore, the Department of Agriculture rulemaking 
is to prohibit merchandise gifts that are incon-
sistent with marketing practices of the tradi-
tional food retail trade, but not marketing prac-
tices that are employed by other authorized 
vendors. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend my colleagues for 
including vendor provisions in S. 2507 that will 
provide for effective cost containment, particu-
larly in WIC-Only stores that are generally in-
sulated from marketplace price competition. 
This bill does a commendable job in providing 
fair and balanced regulation. WIC-Only stores 
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